
Blog #106  -   A Very Special Month: 

January 2021 

 

As I have related in almost every blog pertaining to the month of January - my favourite month of the year.   

Certain routines and weekly commitments are not held as everyone enjoys a rest and their annual holiday.   

A month when I can stitch every day (and sometimes all day) without any guilty feelings. 

 

As mentioned in my last blog, January is Gigi’s ‘blessings’ sampler month  

and as wrote in my last blog, ‘my girls’ had chosen Alphabetique by JBW Designs. 

 

Towards the end of the month of January we got together and below are some pics  

of the samplers by the girls - some are, but some of them are not, quite completely 

finished but all would have been by the end of the month. 

 

Sorry - the girls did give me details of their fabric and threads used  -   

but I’ve misplaced the list I wrote.  Popped it in a safe place somewhere! 

 

However, some of them I can remember and some may not be quite correct,  

but I think you will enjoy seeing them. 

 

 

On the next page are photos of more ‘Blessings Sampler’ pieces  ….. 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

Clare  -  Otane 

~ 

Fabric :  Belfast Linen  -  Platinum 

Thread :  Chamelon  -  Pinotage 

(an overdyed) 

Robyn B -  Otane 
~ 

Fabric :  Brittney  -  Ivory 

Thread :  Simply Shaker -  Deep Forest   

Maryann  -  Waipawa 

~ 

Fabric :  Permin Linen  (28 count)  

Lambswool  

Thread :  DMC  -  Blanc  &  815 

Mary  -  Hastings 

~ 

Fabric :  Brittney  -  Antique White 

Thread :  Silk ‘n Colors -   

Thistle Garden   

Joy  -  Havelock North 
~ 

Fabric :  Permin Linen  (35 count)   

Lambswool 

Thread :  Sampler  -  Blue Jay 

Chris  -  Turangi 

~ 

Fabric :  From her stash 

Thread :  Sampler -  

Blue Spruce 

Sharon  -  Napier 

~ 

Fabric :  Calypso (overdyed) 

Thread :  Sampler -  Presidential Blue 

 

Glennis  -  Waipawa 
~ 

Fabric :  Brittney  -  Ivory 

Thread :  DMC  -  646  &  815   
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As per my last blog, stitched my ‘Alphabetique’ piece in the month of December to ascertain 

the quantity of thread required if one chose to stitch their sampler with a Sampler Thread or 

Simply Shaker Sampler Thread  and showed an image of it.  This month I stitched the design 

again but this time over one fabric thread and finished it as a hanging ornamental  *. 

 

Fabric:  Belfast Linen  -  32 count  -  Flax *  /   Permin Linen  -  35 count  -  Lambswool 

Thread:  Sampler Thread  -  Currant * /   Sampler Thread  -  Cherry Wine 

 

Pictured to the right are both pieces. 

 

Below are two pieces of needlework that were stitched by two girls in our stitch group  

who also began and finished their samplers as per Gigi’s tradition. 

 

These designs were ones that the girls had in their stash and had been wanting to stitch for a while - 

The other stitching I did this month was the design that Gigi had published especially for this challenge  

although chose to stitch mine on different fabric with different thread colours. 

 

Fabric:  Permin Linen  -  40 count  -  Lambswool 

 

Threads:   

Silk ‘n Colors  by  The Thread Gatherer  
 210  -  Elephant & Castle 

DMC  -  223  :  930  :  3041  :  3740 

 

Note:  Fabric colouring in the first image 

                is the true colouring 

 

And too, because I really liked another of Gigi’s recent designs 

that I had presented to the girls as a blessings sampler challenge option,  

I stitched this piece too and here it is pictured to the right - 

 

Elizabeth A. Wenden   1864 

 

Fabric:  Belfast Linen  -  Summer Khaki 

Thread:  Sampler Thread  -  Dark Chocolate 

 

This piece I chose to stitch   
for it’s beautiful verse.   
 

 

If you would like to purchase  

either of these designs,  

particulars are as follows - 

 

. 

 
 

GR : JF 

Julia L. Fooks   1892 

$ 52.50 

 

 

Robyn P -  Hastings 
~ 

Design:   JBW   (out-of-print) 

Fabric :  Belfast Linen  -  Platinum 

Thread :  DMC  -  930   

Glenys -  Waipukurau 
~ 

Design:   Unknown 

Fabric :  From her stash 

Thread :  Unknown   (an overdyed) 

  

 

 

GR : EAW 

Elizabeth A. Wenden   1864 

$ 29.50 

Little deeds of kindness 

Little words of love 

Make our earth an Eden 

Like to heaven above 
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And so, a month of needlework and not much else done! 

 

When we had our get-together at the end of the month to share the progress of our samplers, 

Robyn (from Otane) brought along another piece of needlework that she had recently finished. 

 

It was a needle roll to celebrate 50 years of the Otane Arts & Crafts Corner  (1970  -  2020). 

A wonderful place to learn about all sorts of things - 

Ceramics  :  Pottery   :  Wool  -  Spinning & Knitting  :  Patchwork  & Embroidery  :  

Mosiacs  :  Herb & Garden  :  Art  :  Paper Craft 

 

Robyn was one of the founding members.   

The venue for all activities is the historical old school house.    Check out their Facebook page  -  Otane Arts & Crafts Corner. 

 

A very special month this month, as on the 30th of January Keith and I celebrated 

our 50th wedding anniversary. 

 

Travelled to Upper Hutt for a few days to visit with family and friends and to spend time with special folk  

who had and have been a great influence and help in our lives. 

 

On the evening of the 30th we enjoyed a quiet dinner with two extra-special people  - cousin, Kevin Pepperell 

and his lovely wife, Merrill.  Kevin was an usher and Merrill was Matron-of-Honour on our special day. 

 

On the Sunday we had lunch at ‘The Fig Tree’ café - originally built as Heretaunga Chapel - where we were married and all our 

families worshipped. 

Happy memories. 

 

Here are a few pics of our special day all those years ago.  You may have already seen these as I am sure I have shared them 

with you before.  Apologies if you have. 

 

 

 

Sherelyn Joy Bennett 

(20) 

& 

Keith Russell Whiteman 

(22) 

~ 

We had been courting 

for nearly 5 years 

(since  May 1966  -  one week 

after my 16th birthday). 

~ 

We were made to wait to marry 

as my parents weren’t too sure about 

Keith   -  but I was! 

He is the BEST!! 

Without his love, support 

& encouragement 

I would never have been able to do 

what I am doing and have done. 
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On the previous page you will have noticed an image  

of our wedding invitation and our wedding service sheet.   

 

I still have everything pertaining to our wedding  -   

my wedding dress; my New Testament & Psalms book  
(given to me when I began my nursing training at Hutt Hospital)  

on which my bouquet of flowers was mounted;  

my Matron-of-Honour’s dress; 

scraps of fabric for my mums, Keith’s mum, and  

my grandmother’s outfits & scraps of the boys suit 

fabric: the guest list  (nearly 200);  

all our wedding cards; 

a list of all our wedding gifts & from whom;  

all the telegrams; all the personal letters wishing us God’s blessing; 

samples of the serviettes, place settings, cake holders, etc. 

receipts for all wedding costs (fabrics, flowers, head-gear, dressmaking charges, 

     cost of bespoke suits for the guys, etc.) 

receipts for all our honeymoon accommodation, etc.  And so on  ... 

 

I also have a lot of the same things as above from my mum’s wedding. 

I do not envy Melissa trying to sort things out when I am no longer here on this earth! 

 

Getting back to our time away, before heading home we visited one of Keith’s sisters, Glenys.   

She had picked for us the most beautiful bunch of gladioli from her magnificent garden.   

 

I was really touched, especially as amongst them was some soft green coloured ones  -  the  

very colour that were in all the floral decorations at home and at the church on our wedding day  

and which had been grown for me especially by my grandfather.  They matched the colour of my bridesmaids dresses.   

 

Glen also gave us a beautiful frame and took some photos of us before we left  

so that she could send us a photo of ourselves to put into it. 

 

The framed photo is now in the lovely frame  

and sitting on the gold edged mirrored tray 

that is pictured beneath the vase of gladioli  

and which was given to us 

as an anniversary gift by Kevin & Merrill. 

 

These two items are now sitting on our dining room table.   

Really special. 

 

And now to continue on with Lady Anne’s Needlework Tour: 

Day 12  -  Monday, 30th of September 2019 

 

Our farewell day and as a thank you and a remembrance of our wonderful tour / retreat, everyone was given a signed card by 

Phillipa, Laura and the tutors.  Pictured below is an image of it.  You will note that the image on the card is one of Phillipa’s 

crewel needlework designs. 

It is these special thoughtful gestures that one appreciates. 

 The next day  -  at Mum & Dad 

Whiteman’s farm near Levin 

cleaning out the confetti 

from our suitcases  

before heading off on our honeymoon. 

 

I had asked my mum to keep my case safe 

from this happening  - 

but we discovered later 

that it was 

all her doing. 

 

Card Cover Inside the Card Back of Card 
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After breakfast it was hugs and kisses all around as everyone hopped on to the bus and for me to wave them goodbye as they set 

off to travel to Windsor Castle to tour it before heading to the airport to return to their home countries or to another hotel to stay 

on there for a few more days before returning home. 

 

I returned to the same quiet corner of one of the manor/hotel sitting rooms that I had found the previous day and began to place 

some more stitches into my letter ’D’ design, all the while pondering on my wonderful experiences and praying for Melissa’s safe 

arrival.  She had been a busy girl since learning of my inability to fly home as planned - organising a flight for herself, 

cancelling mine, arranging return flights for us together (unknown return date at that time), organising her family to be left and 

organising for someone to take over her duties in their business whilst she was away for goodness knows how long. 

 

She was expected to arrive later that day.  I was SO looking forward to seeing her. 

 

The time eventually passed and there she was  -  BUT not just her but granddaughter, Ashleigh as well! 

 

You can imagine my delight and surprise.  You may recall that after visiting with Ashleigh at Grantley Hall near Ripon and my 

lovely time with her for her birthday and being shown about the exclusive hotel (as she was part of the management team there) 

all related in blog #96, she had left the very next day for a holiday in Croatia and several other European countries. 

 

On hearing the news of my misfortune 

from her mother, Ashleigh had given up her holiday 

and returned to England to collect her car  

and travel all the way down to meet Melissa  

off the plane at Gatwick with the intention  

of spending the remainder of her holiday time 

with her mother and myself.  How awesome!   

 

After hugs and kisses and tears of joy,  

Ashleigh’s words were -  

“Now Nanny - where would you like to go  

and what would you like to see before you can travel home?” 

 

So many places.  So many sights.  How could I choose?   

Before leaving home I had not planned to visit elsewhere! 

 

And so, my next few blogs will contain all our 

(Melissa’s, Ashleigh’s and my) UK experiences. 

 

Bye for now. 

 

 

 

Lovely daughter, Melissa 

(Ashleigh does not like having her photo taken!) 
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P.S.  You may recall in my last blog that I related my experience of being given 

adhesive tape to hold threads out of the way.   

To clarify, I do not recommend the use of tape when one is stitching a project as 

one does not know what damage the chemicals in the tape will do to the fabric, 

especially if one leaves their project for some time.   

However, I do use adhesive tape for finishing/framing or for attaching my design 

to cardboard/comic board when constructing ornamentals, etc. 

That is, only when & where it will be hidden away in a frame or seam.  

I received a note from Phillipa and this is what she had to say - 

“There is a new adhesive for conservation for very degraded needlework, and it is 

no longer banned by UK. (Do quote me if you would like to)” 

Thank you for sharing this info, Phillipa. 

Sincerely wishing you many hours of enjoyment as you stitch your latest 

needlework project.     Sherelyn  xx  


