
Blog #90 -   Beginning The Move   &  UK3b 

Tuesday,  3 March 2020 

 

I’m drafting this blog at the beginning of March and trying to catch you up to date with what has been happening over the last 

few months. 

 

After our lovely end-of-year special shared lunch day with the NATTER DAY girls at the beginning of the month of December, I 

finally mustered up the energy to tackle the daunting task of stocktaking and packing up all the Christmas displays that had been 

set up for the “Christmas in July” exhibition in the new needlework gallery.  This took days and days but it was such a good 

feeling when it was all done. 

 

Once this was done, plus all the stitched Christmas models safely wrapped and placed into boxes, there was no excuse for me not 

to begin packing up the needlework products and stitched models that were on display in the temporary - which ended up being 

an 18 year temporary - needlework gallery so that the furniture / display units could be moved into the new gallery. 

 

And so began another daunting task of packing up and sorting.  How old is this stock?  What do I want to keep?  Dispose of it?  

Give it away?  Keep it for the “specials” sale once the new gallery is all set up?  Decisions.  Decisions.  And so many of the 

stitched models  -  designs for them now out-of-print.  Do I keep them?  Sell them?  Create a wall of obsolete designs? 

 

Here are a few pics of the gallery and the beginnings to dismantle it - 

 

Once all packed up, all the boxes of stock and models to be kept were 

piled into the smaller of the two new gallery rooms. 

 

Some of these boxes are pictured to the right.   

 

By the time everything was packed up into boxes, you couldn’t see the 

table or chair and there were stacks of boxes on and under another 

table on the opposite side of the room.  Oh, dear! 

 

Then, most of the furniture and display cabinets 

were moved into the main new gallery room.   

 

These had then to be polished and/or oiled,  

glass shelves and cabinet windows cleaned 

and all the decorative doileys and cloths had to washed and ironed. 

 

And then, the thinking and planning of where and how to display what.  

But  -  I had a mental block! 

 

Usually I have no problem with this sort of thing but this time  -  just could not see it.  So frustrating. 

 

Consequently I left doing any more for weeks and weeks. 

 

With most things out of the old gallery (to be our formal lounge), Keith was able to remove the external door, board up the hole and take the door to the garage 

to be stripped of the old paint and then restored, repainted on the outside and re-stained on the inside.  He then restored and stained the door entrance.   

The door is now back in place but as yet the new decorative glass panes have not been inserted. 
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As for stitching during the month of December, when not stitching the Quaker Pocket shown in my last blog, decided I needed to 

work on a UFO - a piece that I had begun over a year ago.  ‘Hands Across The Sea Samplers’ have published five greeting cards 

- the image on the front of each card being one of their beautifully reproduced samplers.  Each card is blank inside but on the 

back is a chart depicting a portion or a modified portion from the sampler on the front cover.   

 

Due to a mutual family agreement 

[as Ashleigh  (26) was in the UK  

and Madison (18) was in the Sates]  

we decided to have a quiet Christmas 

and so just got together with Melissa and Ross 

 and grandsons, Jacob (24) & Jackson (17) 

on Christmas Eve for an exchange of gifts 

and a fancy supper dessert.   

 

Thus, as per tradition, Christmas Day 

(although usually Boxing Day) 

I began a jigsaw puzzle - but not one of the two 

new ones I’d received for Christmas -  

but an older one that I had loved doing 

when I first received it many years ago. 

 

 A beautiful old master piece :  Girl On A Swing by Jean-Honoŕe Fragonard. 

 

I have stacks and stacks of puzzles on shelves in one of my cupboards. 

Some of them I have had since I was a young girl. 

 

After this puzzle I did another.  This one had been loaned to me by a friend. 

I needed to do it so that I could return it.  Only a 500 piece and so it only took a day. 

 

The majority of my puzzles are 1000 pieces or more. 

These are usually a two day challenge. 

Sometimes one day, but that’s only if nothing else gets done that day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These cards may be purchased separately.      All Cards:  $9.50  each 

Rather than stitch each design separately I decided to stitch 

them all on one piece of fabric in a vertical arrangement with 

the intention of finishing it as a bell pull. 

 

This is  

how my piece  

looked  

at the beginning 

of December - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sequence of motifs - 

Hannah Coates 

Ann Forfitt  

Ann Tong 

 

Ann Forfitt  1812 Ann Tong  1835 Hannah Coates  1848 

Isobella Uffindell  1829 Sarah Borton  1815 
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And now, UK3b  -  to continue on with more of Day 3 of my UK trip  ….  After having visited Barley Hall had planned to go to 

Bettys Cafe Tea Rooms for lunch - but the queue was out the door and down the street.  Gave it a miss. 

 

Bettys serves a unique mix of continental classics and British favourites - plus, of course, the legendary British afternoon tea in  

a relaxed and quintessentially British setting. 

Of their afternoon tea, Bettys says,  

“it’s a timeless treat, endearingly unique, reassuringly traditional and irresistibly delicious”. 

 

Instead, walked to the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall  

and had some lunch there before exploring this amazing timber-framed building built in 1357 as a guild hall 

and the home of York’s entrepreneurs for over 660 years -  

The Company of Merchant Adventurers’ of the City of York. 

 

A medieval guild was an association of men and women for 

mutual benefit and support.  Some were social, some religious 

and charitable, and some were economic associations: most 

were a mixture.  The York Merchants’ started with a strong 

emphasis on the religious, charitable and social sides, though 

they were always primarily a business organisation. 

 

The three major rooms in this hall, serving the three functions 

of a medieval hall as mentioned above, can still be seen: 

Business and social in the Great Hall 

Charitable in the Undercroft   (hospital & care for the poor until around 1900) 

Religious in the Chapel 

The Merchants’ Guild of York was probably the most important guild after London’s in much of the 14th & 15th centuries 

because York was then the second largest and wealthiest town in England.  They traded with other British coastal ports and 

abroad, their main exports being wool and cloth, hides and butter, and lead.  Their imports were salt, fish, iron, wine, spices, 

dried fruit and medical products.   

The motto beneath its Coat of Arms:  God grant us all prosperity. 

Here are a few pics (sorry, not very well focused) of a couple of iron strong boxes and a large wooden box in which legal documents 

were kept - 
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Throughout the rooms were records of some of the transactions conducted, letters written to the guild (it was here I saw a letter and 

a photo of Lady Peckett from Lady Peckett’s Yard that I mentioned in my first blog) and copies of apprenticeship agreements. 

 

Pictured to the right is a copy of the wording on these agreements. 

Very strict rules for both the apprentice and the master. 

 

Apprentice: Be a well behaved and attentive apprentice. 

 Must not work for anyone else.  Must be loyal to his master. 

 No gambling. 

 No drinking.  Must not enter a tavern unless on business for the master. 

 Obey all laws of the land. 

 No marriage until the apprenticeship is finished. 

 

Master: Be a good and responsible teacher. 

 Provide the apprentice with food and clothing. 

 Give the apprentice a share of the trade goods from their work. 

 Pay the apprentice an annual salary. 

 Sponsor the apprentice’s membership to the Merchant Adventurers’ Guild 

      when the apprenticeship is finished. 

 

In my possession I have the apprenticeship paper signed by a great-grandfather 

with his father (my great-great-grandfather).  The wording/rules on this apprenticeship agreement is the same as above. 

It was for 7 years to become a bootmaker. 

The document is written in the most elegant, scrolling, handwriting. 

 

From the Guild Hall I walked to the iconic 

and imposing Clifford’s Tower.   

 

Built on a mound raised by William the Conqueror,  

this imposing tower is almost all that remains of York Castle 

and which gives a 360 degree view of York. 

Evidently the ground floor of the tower at one time housed the 

royal exchequer/treasury and royal mint and even the prison. 

 

I have to confess I did not climb the steps to it.   

I’m sure I would have made it to the top but I didn’t like the idea of climbing down and even wondered if I could!   

I had visions of me tumbling to the bottom. 

 

From here it was just a short walk to the York Castle Museum as I wanted the experience 

of wandering through cobbled Victorian streets and visiting Victorian shops.  All the 

buildings (with their shops, in fact everything, in tact) and street cobbles had been moved from 

an English town and set up (exactly as they had been when in the town) in the museum.   

 

All the characters (museum employees) roaming the streets and in the shops 

were dressed in the costume of the day and they were so knowledgeable about everything.   

They had some fascinating tales to relate. 

 

At one time the museum, before it was a museum, was the local prison and so 

in another wing of the museum one could venture into the prison cells and as they did so, 

a video recording was triggered and each of the prisoners (e.g. Dick Turpin) who had 

occupied the cell would give an account of their crime and the sentence they were given.   

 

From here crossed the Skeldergate Bridge and climbed the wall steps at Baile Hill and 

walked along the top of the wall to the Micklegate Bar.  A very famous Bar as it was the 

most important of York’s four main medieval gateways to the city.   

 

For centuries the severed heads of rebels and traitors were displayed above the gate. 

A couple of the many victims were Sir Henry Purcey (Hotspur) in 1403 and  

Richard,  Duke of York in 1460.   

Evidently the last of the severed heads was removed in 1754. 
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Located in Micklegate Bar is the history of Henry VII.  Through a combination of interactive exhibits, video presentations, and 

displays of items such as suits of armour and ‘grisly facts’ (such as models of severed heads on spikes), the early life of this 

exiled heir to the throne, his reign as king after the Wars of the Roses / defeating his rival Richard III and his life afterwards are 

all so wonderfully conveyed. 

 

Just across the road and down the street away from the Micklegate Bar is, The Bar Convent - England’s oldest living convent 

established in 1686 at a time when the Catholic faith 

was still banned in England.  The early sisters were 

impelled to operate in great secrecy.  Discovery of the 

house’s true purpose would have brought harsh 

punishment - perhaps even death. 

 

A community of Catholic nuns evidently have lived on 

this site since it was established and is still home to 

sisters today. 

 

A school was here for 299 years 

but today it is a museum and guest house. 

 

The exhibition was one of ‘secrets and spies’.  

A couple of the features in the chapel  

was the original priest hole and no fewer than eight exits -  

all being necessary due to the raids by the authorities being a real threat. 

 

And so, from here I wearily wandered back to the hotel.  A very long day but such an inspiring day.  

 

However, still so much more to see and do in this wonderfully historic city. 

 

Day three comes to an end and so too, this blog. 

 

I hope you have enjoyed sharing my adventures. 

 

More next blog.   Bye for now. 
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