Blog #108 - The First of a New Series:
March 2021
I began my last blog showing the pics
to the right and admitting
that I had made an error
when stitching the JOY piece.
Consequently made a competition out of it.
This is how the letter ‘J”
should have been stitched as per the chart -

JBW 368 : Be Joyful : $ 25.00

For those of you who have sharp eyes, you will see my error.
When I first discovered it, I decided to leave it and make adjustments
to the remaining elements to match my initial error.
* Have fun trying to find it! *
and this is the error that I made I worked two extra rows.
This resulted in my having to lengthen

most of the leafy decorations of the design
and adding/working two extra rows to the letter ‘Y’.

Did you spot my error? Quite a few of you did (and some of you, even more errors!) and let me know.
The winner of the competition was - Ann of Te Anau. Congratulations, Ann.
I do hope you enjoy stitching these two designs for yourself or for a friend.
Not overly much stitching worked this month but did create and completely work
a new design inspired by my Quaker piece - A Token of Love.
The inspiration was to create a series of ‘Be Ye’ pieces
and which I have chosen to name ‘A Little Quaker Gem’ series.
Each design will be a Quaker motif and will highlight
a virtue to which one should aspire.
The image on the cover of each design will show two worked pieces a framed piece worked over two fabric threads
and an ornamental piece worked over one fabric thread.
Pictured to the right is a sneak peek at the first design of the series - Be Ye Kind
worked over two fabric threads.
Fabric: Permin Linen - 35 count - Lambswool
Threads: Silk ‘n Colors - Aegean Twilight by The Thread Gatherer (SNC 051)
DMC Stranded Cotton - 223 : 926 : 3051 : 3726
When finished stitching the design above, rather than begin the ‘over one’ piece,
began stitching Gigi’s reproduction sampler design - Elizabeth A. Wenden 1864 over one fabric thread.
You may recall me writing about stitching this design over two fabric threads
in the month of January 2021 as part of Gigi’s ‘Blessings Sampler Challenge’.
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The 1864 sampler pictured on the previous page was stitched with the following Fabric: Belfast Linen - 32 count - Summer Khaki
Threads: Sampler Thread - Storm Clouds by The Gentle Art
And now to continue on with my UK experiences with Melissa & Ashleigh:
Wednesday, 2 October 2019
Woke to no sign of the heavy rain we had experienced the night before. A lovely sunny day. A true blessing and answered
prayer from my Heavenly Father. After breakfast we left the gorgeous old Langshott Manor house accommodation and headed
to Hever Castle, the best known home of Anne Boleyn. What a surprise! I was not expecting to see such a small castle. I loved
it! Not pretentious at all. Pictured below are some of the many photos we took, but firstly sharing some history of it …
Hever Castle is located in the village of Hever, Kent, near Edenbridge, 30 miles (48 km) south-east of London. It began as a
country house built in the 13th century. From 1462 to 1539, it was the seat of the Boleyn (originally ‘Bullen’) family.
Anne Boleyn (the second queen consort of King Henry VIII and who was beheaded) spent her early youth there after her father,
Thomas Boleyn inherited it in 1505. The castle passed to him upon the death of his father, Sir William Boleyn. It later came into
the possession of King Henry VIII after the death of Anne’s father, Thomas Boleyn in 1539, and he bestowed it upon his fourth
wife, Anne of Cleves in 1540 as part of the settlement following the annulment of their marriage.
There have been three main periods in the construction of this historic castle. The oldest part of the castle dates to 1270 and consisted of the
gatehouse and a walled bailey. It was then owned by James Fiennes, 1st Baron Saye and Sele. The second period was when the castle, then in
need of repair, was converted into a manor in 1462 by Geoffrey Boleyn, younger brother of Thomas Boleyn, Master of Gonville Hall,
Cambridge. He added a Tudor dwelling within the walls. After occupation by Anne of Cleaves, the property passed through various owners,
including the Waldegrave family from 1557 to 1715, the Humphreys family to 1749 and the Meade-Waldo family from 1749 to 1903. During
this latter period of ownership the castle fell into a poor state of repair, during which time it was leased to various private tenants. The third
period of repair and renovation was when it was acquired in 1903 by American millionaire, William Waldorf Astor. In 1983 the Astor family
sold the castle to Broadland Properties Limited, which is run by the Guthrie family.

As already mentioned above, Thomas Boleyn (Geoffrey Boleyn’s grandson) inherited the castle in 1505. He lived there with his
wife Lady Elizabeth Howard and their children George, Mary and Anne. Anne was possibly born at Blickling Hall in Norfolk
but it is not sure, as the year of her birth is not certain, but she lived at Hever until 1513 when she was sent to learn court
etiquette at the sophisticated courts of Margaret of Austria & Louis XII of France. This education gave her a place at the court
of Catherine of Aragon when she returned to England in 1521. By 1526 she had gained the attention of King Henry VIII. They
were married in 1533 & Anne gave birth to a daughter, Elizabeth shortly after.
Daughter Elizabeth eventually became Queen Elizabeth I.

And so to pics
of the castle
and
ourselves ...

The exterior of Hever Castle
Ashleigh & I at the entrance
of the gatehouse to the castle

(It has the oldest working original
portcullis in England)
and then looking back
to the entrance
once inside the stone wall
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The cladding on the inside
of the stone wall of the castle
and the same wall observed
from a hallway inside the house
housed in the stone wall As you can see,
a very small courtyard.

And now to some of the other
interior rooms of the house -

Above, a doorway from what is believed to have been Anne’s bedroom, one of the many hallways, entrance to and the private
prayer chamber connected to one of the bedrooms
and to the left,
the bedroom which Henry VIII
used when staying at Hever Castle
during his courting days with Anne
and to the right,
one of the many staircases throughout the castle.
On my arrival home I commented to Keith
how narrow the staircases were and he informed me
that they were built like that for a reason - defence.
That is, if invaders had managed to enter the house,
they could only climb the stairs in single file
and therefore be more easily repelled.
Along one of the walls in the display areas of the castle was a banner showing all the family crests of the various owners.
I wish we still had such a tradition of a family crest today.

- 4 Along the inside wall of the Long Gallery were portraits/paintings of various important historical figures.
Also available was information containing their names and dates of their time and the significant roles they played in history.
Fascinating.
Henry IV

Henry VII

Henry V

Catherine of Aragon

Henry VI

Mary I

Edward IV

Anne Boleyn

Elizabeth Woodville

Cardinal Thomas Wolsey

Richard III

Pope Clement VII

Margaret Beaufort

Thomas Cramner

Henry VI

William Warham

Elizabeth of York

Thomas Moore

Arthur, Prince of Wales
1486 - 1502

Thomas Moore &
Bishop John Fisher

Of course, one of the portraits was of Anne Boleyn.
A well recognised one throughout the world.
Beside the portrait was a piece of information.
This is what was written:
The year is 1523 and Anne is forbidden to marry her sweetheart,
Henry Percy, because permission was not sought from the King
or their families.
Anne is banished to Hever Castle by her father
for a season ‘whereat she smoked’ (sulked).
Her sister, Mary Boleyn, has been Henry VIII’s mistress since c.1521.
Don’t you just love the word “smoked” to convey her mood!
Some things haven’t changed over the years.
When our children were teenagers they did the same and the young ones of today do exactly the same thing
when they are reprimanded or are ‘not allowed their own way’. I couldn’t help but smile when read it.
Also in the Long Gallery hung the painting pictured to the right It is of Henry VIII & Anne in the Long Gallery.
It gave me “goosebumps” to realise I was walking in the same place
that they had walked so many centuries before.
And here are our pics of the windows that can be partially seen in the painting
(to the right above the steps). However, the decoration on them has changed
due to damage received during a waring confrontation.
These are the repaired windows.

To follow are images
of the area
above the gatehouse entrance
(some gruesome items were on display there!)

and another with an explanation
to make you smile ….
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all sorts of gruesome looking weaponry used,
the drawbridge/portcullis weights and an explanation of the castle’s defences.

Another feature on display
was a very necessary item.

Have a read of it
for yourself ….

And now to some wonderful discoveries at this lovely place ….
Beautiful ornate boxes -

Also on display were two illustrated ‘Book of Hours’ prayer books.
A ‘Book of Hours’ was a personal prayer book that was popular in the Middle Ages.
Most contained a collection of texts, prayers and psalms designed to be read at different hours of the day.

The two books on display - one printed in Bruges between 1410 - 1450 and the other printed in Paris c.1528 belonged to Anne Boleyn. She had written in them and bear her signature.
One of the books (which she may have taken to her execution in 1536) bears the touching inscription,
'remember me when you do pray, that hope dothe led from day to day’
Pictured below are Anne’s two books. The first two images show the pages on which Anne wrote and the third image is of
another page in one of the books. Beautiful.

At the Hever Castle gift shop one could purchase a replica of one of these books.
I dithered and didn’t buy one. I now regret that decision.

- 6 However, despite all the wonderful discoveries to date …. the best follows … needlework / embroidery!
My favourite was the stumpwork mirror pictured below.
I wonder whose old face that is reflected in the mirror?!

Another lovely piece was the coif.
Beside it was the following information Late 16th Century Coif
once believed to have been worked by Anne Boleyn
Until the end of the 17th century
the coif was informal headwear for women.
Plain linen versions were worn by the working-class.
Middle-class and aristocratic women
wore elaborately embroidered coifs.
It would be worn by itself indoors, or with a hat on top in public.
In Western Europe it was customary for both men and women
to cover their heads in public up until the 1960’s.
A hat is an essential part of respectable dress
and, from a health perspective, head coverings
were considered necessary to protect against chills and disease.

Some of the many other gorgeous pieces -

Purses, cushions, etc.

Men’s embroidered shoes (17th century)

Ceremonial gauntlet (c.1540)
A wall decoration (?)
I’m not so sure.
I think these pieces may be
canopy bed hangings

- 7 And even more needlework ….

French : Bishop’s Mitre (c.1490)

A fire screen
A standing screen

What an awesome place to visit! Time for a very late lunch and some rest time for me.
After lunch I went and quietly wandered the gift shop, after which I wandered back to the café to sit and stitch.
For the next hour or so Melissa and Ashleigh went off to explore the gardens, the lake, and other
beautifully maintained areas surrounding the castle.
From Melissa’s photos, the sculptures and colonnade walks were magnificent.
Towards late afternoon we headed to the carpark happily talking about all that we had seen and learnt.
Off to travel to London - our next destination - and all the wonderful things it had to offer and experience.
I trust you have enjoyed my visit to Hever Castle with me.
Bye for now.

P.S. Here are some of the comments that were written with notifications of my needlework error.
Some of them really made me smile! To all of you though - thank you for your compliments.
.... Solution looks great and without the original design beside it not noticeable. Hide the original quick. Ann
…. I won’t say how long it took me as I really REALLY like your Joy and as a result, my brain refused to register it as an error!! Lol!!! ….. Patty
…. but with your clever adjustment they still look fabulous. Lovely design. Sharee
…. It took me a while to spot the difference - no one would know if you hadn't pointed it out. …. Catherine
… and as my Mum would say a blind man on a galloping horse wouldn’t notice. Regards, Marilyn
I found your error - or as I say customisation! ….. Warm regards, Julia
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