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Latest Sampler Reproductions 

Nicola Parkman 

of 

‘Hands Across the Sea Samplers’ 

has released several new sampler reproductions. 

~ 

All of these new designs available at the Needlework Gallery. 

 

As per Nicola’s exacting standards 

every pattern is  

 Beautifully presented 

 Printed on the highest quality paper in a booklet format 

 Colourful with easy to read charts and instructions 

 Filled with historical content and/or provenance of the needleworker 

~ 

See next few pages for details of these new designs  
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

A Thomas  1882  ~  The Nellies 

HATS : ATT  -  A Thomas  1882   ~  The Nellies     ~     $ 59.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

A Thomas  1882  ~  The Nellies 

HATS : ATT  -  A Thomas  1882  ~  The Nellies 

$ 59.50 

~ 

Design Size :  303w  x  324h 

Fabric:  40 count 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  Soie d’Alger  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch 

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“Anna, Angharad, or possibly Alwen?  We shall never know as the young girl who finished this charming sampler on January 

8th in the year 1882 did not record her Christian name.  From the moment we saw A Thomas’  she has been affectionately called, 

“The Nellies”, as her sampler features two elephants carrying howdahs. 

 

It is easy to assume that samplers that feature exotic animals were taught either by teachers or stitched by children who had 

travelled to or lived in exotic places.  However, this sampler is Welsh, and we believe that it was the exotic animals that travelled 

with the circus to the valleys of Wales.  By the mid-19th century there were hundreds of circuses operating in Britain and the 

fairground entertainers travelled to their audiences.  The circuses toured to even the smallest of towns and in the 19th century the 

development of the railways enabled circuses to travel further. 

 

There is a welsh folklore that tells a story about a Victorian travelling circus that visited the ancient market town of Tregaron in 

the upper Teifi Valley alongside the River Brennig in Ceredigion, West Wales.  For hundreds of years cattlemen drove their herds 

through town, and its twelve pubs kept the local clergy very busy in their perpetual war against the evils of drink.  On the 

evening of the first Friday in July 1848 the town’s population was treated to a procession of caravans, horses, bears and elephants 

from Batty’s Travelling Menagerie. 

 

There are several different versions as to what happened but the following Friday the pages of the Carmarthen Journal carried a 

more sombre story, reporting the death of one of Batty’s young elephants in Tregaron.  Some reports state that the elephant drank 

water contaminated by a lead mine and died shortly afterwards.  The travelling show moved on, leaving either a dying or dead 

elephant behind.  To this day the local legend persists that the unfortunate elephant, known loacally as ‘Jwumbi’, was buried by 

local people behind what is now the Talbot Hotel.” 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Ann Gardner  1723 

HATS : AG  -  Ann Gardner     ~     $ 54.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Ann Gardner   1723 

HATS : AG  -  Ann Gardner  1723 

$ 54.50 

~ 

Design Size :  210w  x  238h 

Fabric:  53/63 Legacy Linen 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  Soie d’Alger  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch,  Algerian Eyelets, Satin, Straight, Double Running & Buttonhole 

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“The year of our Lord seventeen hundred and twenty-three was such a long time ago.  Almost three hundred years have passed 

since Ann Gardner of Pilerton Priery (sic) completed her sampler on the eighteenth day of December (sic).  Ann did not record her 

age, but we suspect that was a very young child and that this was her first attempt at stitching a sampler.  She diligently 

recorded the alphabet although her spelling certainly needed improvement.  She stitched seventeen birds and twenty-three crowns 

which she scattered around the border of her sampler. 

 

A priory is a Christian convent or monastery which was supervised by a prior who is considered as lower in rank than an abbess 

or an abbot.  A priory is a subsidiary to an abbey but serves the same function, providing a place of living and worship for 

monks, priests and nuns.  The word comes from the medieval Latin word, ‘priora’ which means monastery.  Ann did not live in a  

priory nor was she taught by nuns. 

 

In the county of Warwickshire, seven miles from Stratford-upon-Avon and east of the Cotswold Hills, lies the village of Pillerton 

Priors.  One mile to the east, is its sister village of Pillerton Hersey.  Together, they are known as ‘The Pillertons’.  The village is in 

the heart of England and is surrounded by glorious countryside. 

 

There are still Gardners farming in Pillerton Priors today at Sandpits Farm.  The early parish records are filled with numerous 

entries relating to the Gardner family.  Regrettably we were unable to find our Ann among them.  It is possible that Ann was a 

diminutive of her baptismal name, we found a few Hannah’s and a Mary Ann.  The churchyard contains several ancient 

headstones with the Gardner name.  We also found a reference to a parochial charity which ‘expended’ coals for the poor on New 

year’s Day from the interest on a bequest from Thomas Gardner.” 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Anne Thomas  1854 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do” 

HATS : ATH  -  Anne Thomas  1854     ~     $ 59.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Anne Thomas  1854 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do” 

HATS : ATH  -  Anne Thomas  1854 

$ 59.50 

~ 

Design Size :  264w  x  317h 

Fabric:  36 count 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  Soie d’Alger  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch  (over one and two fabric threads)   

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“The moment we saw Anne’s delightful sampler, we knew that she was one for Hands Across the Sea Samplers.  Whilst acquired 

by Nicola at an auction in Wales, the sampler was destined for Sandra who has a life-long love of birds and flowers. 

 

Anne finished her sampler in 1854 when she was fifteen years old.  Executed in thirty-seven delicious colours, the scene she 

diligently stitched is contained within four sumptuous garlands laden with flowers which include Bourbon roses, auriculas, 

irises, campions and ragged robins.  An inquisitive pigeon, head cocked, perches on the bough of a flowering Prunus tree.” 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Eliza Rule  1824 
“the first effort of an infant hand” 

HATS : ER  -  Eliza Rule  1824     ~     $ 54.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Eliza Rule  1824 
“the first effort of an infant hand” 

HATS : ER  -  Eliza Rule  1824 

$ 59.50 

~ 

Design Size :  239w  x  285h 

Fabric:  45 count Legacy Linen 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  100.3 Silks  or  Soie d’Alger  /  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch  (over one and two fabric threads)   

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“On March the 19th some 196 years ago, a young girl named Eliza Rule placed the last stitches into her sampler.  We do not 

know where Eliza was born or the life she led.  Whether it was long or short, happy or sad, fulfilling or disappointing.  However, we 

do know that she was a fine needleworker with a good eye for colour and placement.  Her teacher would have praised her work, and 

we are sure that her parents would have been proud of ‘the first effort’ of their daughter’s hand.” 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Mary Wills  c.1750 
“I will honour my parents” 

HATS : MW  -  Mary Wills  1750     ~     $ 59.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Mary Wills  c.1750 
“I will honour my parents” 

HATS : MW  -  Mary Wills  c.1750 

$ 59.50 

~ 

Design Size :  273w  x  357h 

Fabric:  46 count 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  100.3 Silks  or  Soie d’Alger  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch,  Satin Stitch,  Double Running Stitch  &  Algerian Eyelets 

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“It is always a thrill to discover a Quaker band sampler and particularly so when the young girl who created the sampler can be 

identified.  Between the linen and the backing board of the framed sampler there had been recorded a name and an address -  

Waterfall, Gore House, Bradpole  - and that Mary Wills was the daughter of Mary Wilson and John wills and the year - 1738. 

 

We had a puzzle to be solved, i.e what linked the two pieces of information? 

 

The records of the Friends Meeting House of Warwickshire Middle provided a rich source of information about our Mary and we 

tell her story over four pages in the booklet.  The sampler was worked in the City of Coventry, England.  Coventry has been an 

important centre of Quaker activity since the middle of the 17th century, and Quakers have been highly influential in the 

region’s social, economic, philanthropic and political development. 

 

We have used the ten vibrant colours found of the reserve of the sampler as those are the colours that Mary chose to stitch her band 

sampler with.  Mary executed her beautiful sampler with reversible stitches; however, we do not believe that the reverse of her 

sampler was intended to be shown as she carried her threads and did not start and end her threads invisibly.  Our model was 

stitched non-reversibly.” 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Sarah Howarth  1835 
“When I was young I little thought” 

HATS : SH  -  Sarah Howarth  1835     ~     $ 54.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Sarah Howarth  1835 
“When I was young I little thought” 

HATS : SH  -  Sarah Howarth  1835 

$ 54.50 

~ 

Design Size :  206w  x  222h 

Fabric:  46 count 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  100.3 Silks  or  Soie d’Alger  /  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch  (over one and two fabric threads) 

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“A border laden with strawberries surrounds this charming sampler which features the Liverpool Exchange and two girls.  Sarah 

has recorded that she ‘finnished’ her work in 1835.  Unfortunately, there is no trace in family history records of a Sarah Howarth 

being baptised in the City of Liverpool in the relevant decades of the 1800s.  Howarth is a surname of Anglo-Saxon origin most 

commonly found among families originating in the English counties of Yorkshire and Lancashire, especially around the village 

of Great Howarth near Rochdale, Lancashire and Howarth In Yorkshire. 

 

Situated above the Worth Valley on the edge of the bleak Pennine moors, Haworth is internationally famous for its connection 

with the Bronte sisters.  They wrote most of their novels at the Haworth Parsonage while their father was the incumbent parson at 

Haworth church. 

 

Sarah’s surname is found in a variety of different interrelated spellings, including Haworth and Howorth,  We have researched 

these variations without success and suspect that our Sarah’s family moved to Liverpool during her childhood. 

 

Sarah’s sampler features two red carnations, a large pink rose and two anemones.  Carnations are rich with symbolism, 

mythology and in the language of flowers the carnation’s meaning is determined by its colour.  Light red symbolised 

admiration, while dark red represents deep love and affection.  White carnations suggest pure love and good luck, purple 

carnations imply capriciousness, and pink carnations carry the greatest significance, beginning with the belief that they first 

appeared on earth from the Virgin Mary’s tears, making them the symbol of a mother’s undying love. 

 

Anemones are part of the buttercup family and are also known as windflowers.  Anemone comes from the Greek word of the same 

spelling, which means ‘the wind’s daughter.’  The Greek myths lend the anemone flower dual meanings of the arrival of spring 

breezes and the loss of a loved one to death.  The Victorians took a slightly different slant on the loss embodied by the flower and 

used it to represent a forsaken love of any kind in their intricate Language of the Flowers.” 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Ann Tong Uffindell  1835 
“O my soul, what canst thou do” 

HATS : ATU  -  Ann Tong Uffindell  1835     ~     $ 59.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Ann Tong Uffindell  1835 
“O my soul, what canst thou do” 

HATS : ATU  -  Ann Tong Uffindell  1835 

$ 59.50 

~ 

Design Size :  320w  x  378h 

Fabric:  36 count 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  Soie d’Alger  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch  (over one and two fabric threads), Satin & Double Running Stitch 

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“Ann Tong Uffindell 1835 was originally published by Hands Across the Sea Samplers in a special limited-edition booklet as a 

duet with her sister, Isabella Uffindell 1829.  Ann and Isabella were our gift to our stitching sisters in 2017, and as they each 

make their solo appearance at the end of 2019, they are once again our gift to a new audience of sampler lovers.  They come from 

our hearts to your hands. 

 

When we reproduce samplers, we not only follow the path that the little girls’ needles and thread originally took but as we research 

the girls, we also follow a meandering thread back through time casting a light onto their lives. 

 

Ann and Isabella are two very special samplers.  They are special not only as they are very, very beautiful samplers but also 

because they were stitched by two sisters.  Both the sisters were 10 years of age when they stitched their samplers, Isabella in 1829 

and Ann six years later in 1835.  As a collector, sister samplers particularly fascinate me.  I find it so remarkable that two 

samplers remain together through the centuries.” 

 

Her solo appearance in an encore edition 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Isabella Uffindell  1829 

HATS : IU  -  Isabella Uffindell  1829     ~     $ 59.50 
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Hands Across the Sea Samplers 

 

Isabella Uffindell  1829 

HATS : IU  -  Isabella Uffindell  1829 

$ 59.50 

~ 

Design Size :  332w  x  481h 

Fabric:  36 count 

Threads:  Au Ver A Soie  /  Soie d’Alger  or  DMC Stranded Cotton 

Needlework Techniques:  Cross Stitch  (over one and two fabric threads)  &  Satin Stitch 

What Nicola has to say  …… 

“Isabella Uffindell 1829 was originally published by Hands Across the Sea Samplers in a special limited-edition booklet as a 

duet with her sister, Ann Tong Uffindell 1835.  Isabella and Ann were our gift to our stitching sisters in 2017, and as they each 

make their solo appearance at the end of 2019, they are once again our gift to a new audience of sampler lovers.  They come from 

our hearts to your hands. 

 

When we reproduce samplers, we not only follow the path that the little girls’ needles and thread originally took but as we research 

the girls, we also follow a meandering thread back through time casting a light onto their lives. 

 

Isabella and Ann are two very special samplers.  They are special not only as they are very, very beautiful samplers but also 

because they were stitched by two sisters.  Both the sisters were 10 years of age when they stitched their samplers, Isabella in 1829 

and Ann six years later in 1835.  As a collector, sister samplers particularly fascinate me.  I find it so remarkable that two 

samplers remain together through the centuries.” 

 

Her solo appearance in an encore edition 


