Blog #112 - More Stitching in Readiness for Sampler Gathering:
July 2021
Again, another busy month stitching and finishing stitched models to display at the Sampler Gathering
needlework retreat to be held over the first Friday, Saturday and Sunday of August.
Firstly, stitched both the over one and over two fabric thread versions of ‘Be Ye Joyful’
- the fourth design in the ‘A Little Quaker Gem’ series.
Also completely finished the over one version as an ornamental.
Next task was to write the instructions, plan the layout, insert the charts and complete all in
preparation for the printing and publishing of one of the earlier ‘Little Quaker Gem’ designs ‘Be Ye Graceful’. A trait that is lacking in so many women and girls of today.

Design Details

Design Code: BARB 2053
Design Title: A Little Quaker Gem :
Be Ye Graceful
Price: $25.00

Fabric: Permin Linen - 35 count - Lambswool

Design Details

Threads: Silk ‘n Colors - SNC 252 : Marsh Grasses

Fabric: Belfast Linen - 32 count - Antique White

DMC Stranded Cotton - 347 : 371 : 611 : 829 : 930

Threads: Sampler Thread - 1050 : Soot

932 : 3012 : 3363 : 3364 : 3753 : 3799

And the next task was to finish the GPA models stitched last month. Looking at the photo below I see that I missed mentioning
one of the designs in my last blog - Blue Sewing Pillow
And that I stitched two models of it.
Over one and over two fabric threads.
As I usually stitch models with fabric and threads
that I have on hand, here are these details for each model Blue Sewing Pillow - over two fabric threads
Fabric: Permin Linen - 32 count - French Lace
Threads: Sampler Thread - 0930 : Deep Sea
Blue Sewing Pillow - over one fabric thread
Fabric: Permin Linen - 32 count - French Lace
Threads: DMC 926
Black Elegance Pincushion & Scissors Case Fabric: Belfast Linen - 32 count - Lt. Mocha
Threads: Simply Shaker Sampler Thread - /
7021 : Black Raspberry Jam
DMC Stranded Cotton - 310 : 843
Continued on next page, plus images of the design covers for these charts
and the prices to purchase.

- 2 Continuing on with details of GPA stitched models Flowers and Lace Sewing Pillow - over two fabric threads
Fabric: Belfast Linen - 32 count - Platinum
Threads: Sampler Thread - 0310 : Claret
Simply Shaker Sampler Thread 7080 : Endive
Flowers & Lace Sewing Pillow - over one fabric thread
Fabric: Permin Linen - 40 count - Lambswool
Threads: DMC - 816 : 3011 : 3012
Stitching in the Vineyard Fabric: Belfast Linen - 32 count - Flax
Threads: Simply Shaker Sampler Thread 7080 : Endive
Silk ‘n Colors - 314 : African Queen
DMC Stranded Cotton - 29 : 422 : 814 : Ecru

Below are reminders of the design covers
for the featured designs
and the prices to purchase.

I was not able to completely finish the vineyard piece due to
the inability to purchase a piece of felt for the scissors pocket, etc.
Had to order it. Not sure when it will arrive
as since the COVID pandemic, one sometimes has to wait
for months for products to arrive from overseas,
then wait for them to be sent to wholesale suppliers
before finally being sent to retail shops.

Please email me if you would like me to send the design that has caught your eye

GPA : BLACK : Black Elegance Pincushion

GPA : VINE : Stitching in the Vineyard

GPA : FLACE : Flowers & Lace Sewing Pillow

$ 42.50

$ 45.00

$ 35.00

The next project was one of Giulia’s
pincushion doll designs.
When on my last stay with Giulia
in Italy,
purchased two Capodimonte dolls
with the intention of dressing them
as per Giulia’s designs for them.

GPA : BPILLOW : Blue Sewing Pillow

But - to date had not created either
and so decided it was time
that I did at least one of them
and so began

$ 40.00

WINTER

Changed though the fabric and thread requirements to those that I had in my stash
as the threads Giulia used were ‘Dinky Dyes’ threads
(not readily available here in NZ)

GPA : WIN : Winter Pincushion Doll
$ 45.00

- 3 Winter Pincushion Doll fabric, threads and beads as per my choice Fabric: Belfast Linen - 32 count - Antique White
Threads: DMC Stranded Cotton - 809 : 815 : 820 : 902 : 935
Beads: Seed Beads - white
Stitching of the dolls dress was enjoyable but have to confess that I didn’t find the making up of it the easiest.

Made a little adjustment to the underskirt. This can be seen in the middle image above.
Added a row of lace to the bottom of it to give the appearance of it being a petticoat.
(I did this as I felt my joining seam of the base to the underskirt wasn’t the neatest, and so covered the seam with the lace)

Another feature that I added to my doll was to hang
the Capodimonte ‘CERTIFICATO DI GARANZIA’ * label
on a crimson coloured tassel and then hung it around the waist of the doll underneath the ribbon sash
so that the label and the tassel hang down the centre of the back of the dolls skirt.
* Certificate of Guarantee
Love the finished piece. Now to dress the other doll - but, when?! So many designs I’d like to do, but so little time to do all.
Another finished piece of needlework this month is the lovely old antique sampler owned by a needlework friend, Margo, and
who gave me permission to chart and publish this design for your pleasure.
It has taken me a very long time to stitch this design. It has not been an easy task.
Four images of the original sampler and one of my finished version are shown.
In some areas I have charted the sampler exactly as Mary Anne stitched her piece
(errors included) but in other places have had to slightly alter her errors
as these errors were too difficult to chart.
As yet not written
the instructions
or published this design
but will advise
as soon as
it is available.

- 4 Unfortunately - as really didn’t have the time to do it - received inspiration for another design with ‘Friendship’ being the theme.
Roughly committed the design to graph paper and placed it into my ‘ideas’ box.
And the final few days of this month were taken up with sorting, packing and labelling model packages, boxes & crates, etc.
in preparation for transporting all to the Sampler Gathering needlework retreat. A huge task.
Pics of the beginnings of the process -

And now to continue on with Melissa’s, Ashleigh’s and my UK experiences:
Sunday, 6 October 2019
Left the Richmond area of London and travelled by car (just over 4 hours without including a lunch break) to Grantley Hall Ashleigh’s UK home and workplace, situated about an hour’s drive north of York and not far from Ripon.

We arrived there mid-afternoon.
You may recall my telling
of my wonderful visit there
a few weeks earlier
and related in Blog #96.

Due to Ashleigh’s position on the management team at Grantley Hall, she was able to obtain a room for a couple of nights for
Melissa and myself. What an awesome gift from her! A lovely, thoughtful granddaughter. Without her gift I would NEVER have
had the wherewithal to stay at such an exclusive and prestigious hotel.
While I rested and sent a text to Keith
to tell him we had safely arrived at our destination,
Melissa went off with Ashleigh to see all the beautiful areas of the Hall,
the ‘behind the scenes’ areas, and meet Ashleigh’s friends/staff just as Ashleigh had done for me.
Whilst they were away, I took the opportunity of taking some photos
of our beautiful room - actually, a suite rather than a room.
These can be seen on the next page.

- 5Through the door of reception and up the stairs, one could turn either right or left.
Our suite was at one end of the hall, thus a lovely room at the front end corner of the hall.
Our Suite location
(one of the two windows
of our room)

My view from my bed!

Plush velvets, glorious silks, decorative linen & cotton furnishings, and crisp fine linens. The print above the desk disappeared
to reveal a TV screen and in the dressing area beyond the lounge area was the tea & coffee making area, wardrobes containing
plush, fluffy dressing gowns and slippers and in case needed for a country excursion - padded jackets, umbrellas and gumboots!
On their return to the suite
after a couple of hours,
Ashleigh went off to her office
to check on all that was waiting
for her attention
whilst she had been away
and Melissa and I
wandered down
to one of the lounge areas
for a glass of wine.
(My right arm was still very weak but it could hold a glass of wine!)

Here are a couple of photos of us
enjoying the most luxurious surroundings.

- 6 Rather than have dinner at Grantley that evening, Ashleigh wanted her mum to experience the local pub not far away - a short
drive down the lane from the Grantley Hall service entrance - and meet the husband and wife owners who had become her
friends.
Same as my previous experience,
we had fish and chips with mushy peas and home-made tartare sauce.
Yummy.
My second experience of mushy peas and I had surprisingly liked them.
However, won’t be serving them to anyone at my dinner table.

We were visited by, and befriended by, the pub’s resident cat.

Home to our wonderful accommodation and huge big comfy bed to rest up for our planned excursions the following day.
Until next blog, make the most of every day with the ones you love doing what you love.

.

P.S. The next page may make you smile or shock you! I wonder what your reaction will be?
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- 7 As I have written so many times with my emails accompanying notifications of another blog attached, I have hand-drafted the
blog many months prior to it being sent. It always depended upon when I would finally type it up (sometimes tweaking what I
had written) and add the appropriate images in a pleasing layout. This was/is usually many months later. I have to be ‘in the
mood’ or have no other pressing task to do. Wearing ‘all the hats’ in one’s business is quite time consuming. One has to be a
sales person, an administrator, an accountant, a distribution manager, a warehouse person, a telephone & email operator, an
advertising/marketing manager, a webmaster, a display artist, in addition to a needlework designer - transferring the design that
is in one’s head to paper, creating a needlework chart, choosing colours, stitching the design, photographing the finished piece,
writing the instructions for the design, setting out the layout of the design instructions and charts in readiness for the printer and
then finally publishing the design.
All of this in addition to maintaining a home without forgetting/ignoring my loving and supportive husband, Keith.
The other day Keith saw me sitting in my big threadbare armchair with pad and pen on my lap “drafting” another blog
containing the happenings for that month and said, “You should show the ladies an image of your drafts”.
And so below is an image of one page - but perhaps a little explanation first.
I don’t find writing an easy task and so often have to rewrite what I’ve written or the way in which I have written it.
Other times, my hand has never been able to keep up with my thoughts! It doesn’t write quick enough and so all my life I have always scribbled.
All through my schooling years I would write my work - either copied from the blackboard or from a lecture - on to paper and
that night neatly rewrite the work into my schoolbooks. Often it would take hours but that never bothered me as I treated it as
revision.
BUT I could always be proud
of my neat schoolbooks.
Some school teachers though
would get cross with me!
This image is of page 4 of this blog -

And so, now you know too, the reason
for me calling each note
on my Instagram page SHERELYN’S SCRIBBLES
and give a little smile when you see it.
Sherelyn
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