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8 December 2025 

Dear Needlework Friends, 

Further to my brief note in my newsletter a few weeks ago (thank you to those of you who have requested further information) and my óofficialô invitation 

following this note  -  a summary of this special annual needlework event: 

 

 Å     begin and finish a sampler in the month of January to receive blessings throughout the year 

 Å     stitch a design of your own choosing or choose one of the designs chosen for the challenge 

 Å     images of the chosen designs, plus info of each design are given 

  (stitch count, finished design size, fabric & threads required or substitutions) 

 Å     chose and advise your choice of design before the 10th of December  and then sent to you 

      (with or without fabric & threads  *)  so that you can begin on the 1st of January 

   *  Images of fabric & thread choices follow the design images 

 

More information: 

 Å     Payment  -  if you participate, an invoice will be sent to you with your chosen design (NZ) and emailed to you (International). 

  NZ  -  payment by Internet Banking due on receipt of your parcel. 

  International  -  payment by Paypal prior to postage  (only some of the designs can be emailed to you). 

 

 Å     Mark your calendars.  Two stitching days to work on our sampler challenge pieces together - 

  When:    Friday,  16 January 

    Friday,  30 January 

  Where:  9 Cumberland Rise,  Taradale,  Napier 

  What Time: 10.30am  -  3pm 

  Please bring your lunch, your sampler project, your smile and kind words.  Tea & coffee provided 

 

I do hope you will join me and participate in this special event and at the same time remember and pray for Gigi as she is being cared for in Belgium.  It is 

thanks to her for her creation of this event, and for being the leading light in reproducing antique samplers (from her extensive private collection of antique 

samplers) for us all to enjoy stitching.  I truly am so grateful to her.  God bless you Gigi. 

 

Blessings too, to you all, my needlework friends, 

Sherelyn   

Previous Sampler Blessings Challenges 

https://www.barberryrow.com/samplerblessingschallenge


 

 

At the beginning of each new year, my lovely friend, Gigi of GigiR Designs challenges needlewomen 

to begin and finish stitching a sampler in the month of January. 

 

Her words  é.  òTo be true to our tradition of starting a sampler on January 1st 

and to blessed all throughout the year, 

if it is finished by the end of the monthó 

 

Myself and many of my needlework friends take up this challenge. 

 

Would you like to join us in the challenge in January 2026? 
 

You are welcome to stitch a sampler design of your own choosing 

or  

one of the following sampler designs featured on the next few pages. 

~ 

Please let me know 

before  

Monday,  the 15th of December 

if you would like to participate 

and advise your choice of the design you would like to stitch 

so that I can ensure the design is available and sent to you before the 1st of January. 

 

Also, I need to know if you require any fabric and/or threads for your chosen design. 

Some thread & fabric  options for each design are given below the image of the design 

however, alternative colour choices can be seen on the last few pages. 

 

Looking forward to knowing what you have decided. 

 

Your Needlework friend, 

Sherelyn 
November 2025 

Heirlooms  Å  9 Cumberland Rise  Å  Taradale  Å  Napier  4112  Å   Email:  heirlooms@outlook.co.nz  Å   Text:  027  649  8817  Å   Contact:  Sherelyn 



Sampler Design Choices 
~ 

Barberry Row  :  Our Time  -  $ 30.00 

JBW Designs  :  A Collection of Antique Red Samplers  -  $ 31.50 

GigiR  :  A Little Dutch Sampler 1870  -  $ 36.50 

Teresa Kogut  :  Miranda  -  $ 27.50 

JBW Designs  :  La Petite Lettres  -  $ 31.50 

GigiR  :  Elizabeth A Wenden 1864  -  $ 29.50 
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Barberry Row  :  The Orford Sampler  -  $ 25.00 

JBW Designs  :  Fleur de Noel  -  $ 27.50 



Our Time 

       Stitch Count:  121w  x  135h 

      Design Size:  7.56ò  x  8.43ò   (19cm  x  21.5cm)  -  over 2 fabric threads 

                    4.32ò  x  4.82ò  (11cm  x  12.5cm)  -  over 1 fabric thread 

     

  Over 2 fabric threads:  Fabric:  Permin Linen  -  White Chocolate  (32 count) 

  Threads:  DMC Stranded Cotton  (10)  -  221  :  310  :  312  :  334  :  413  :  803 

        3362  :  3363  :    3722  :  3799    

 

   Over 1 fabric thread:  Fabric:  Permin Linen  -  Lambswool  or  Rustico  (28 count) 

  Threads:  Simply Shaker Sampler Thread  -  Old Red Paint    (or choose your favourite colour) 

          DMC Stranded Cotton  (1)  -  3722   (a complementary colour to your overdyed thread)   

~ 

Design  :  $30.00 

Over 2 fabric threads:    Fabric:  $ 19.00     Å      Thread & Fabric Pack  :  $ 39.00 

Over 1 fabric thread:    Fabric:  $ 6.00     Å      Thread & Fabric Pack  :  $ 14.50 

 

Finishing Fabric:   $ 9.00   -  Fat Quarter 
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View the finishing fabric choices 

OUR TIME BARBERRY ROW  -  Samplers 

https://www.barberryrow.com/fabrics-finishing
https://www.barberryrow.com/newproducts
https://www.barberryrow.com/samplers-reproduction-original


Stitch Count:  106w  x  156h 

Design Size:  6.62ò  x  9.75ò  -  32 count  /  6.05ò  x  8.91ò  -  35 count 

     

Fabric:  Permin or Belfast Linen  (32)   /    Permin Linen  (35)  -  Lambswool 

 Threads:  *  Sampler Thread  or  Simply Shaker Sampler Thread  -  your choice of colour  (10 yd) 

DMC Stranded Cotton - 1 skein  :   (a lighter toning colour to your overdyed thread)   

 

Alternative Threads  -  DMC Stranded Cotton  - 2 skeins  (Light & Dark)  -  your choice of colour 

~ 

Design :  $ 25.00 

Fabric (Belfast)  :  $ 18.50     Å     Fabric  (Permin  -  32)  :  $ 20.00     Å     Fabric  (Permin  -  35)  :  $ 18.00 

Threads:  Sampler (or Shaker) &  DMC  :  $ 11.50     Å     DMC Stranded Cotton  (2)  :  $ 4.00 

  

* This design was originally stitched with Soie dôAlger threads  by  Au Ver § Soie 

The Orford Sampler 
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A Collection of Antique Red Samplers 

Stitch Count:  Various 

Design Size:  Five different designs  -  Five different sizes 

    ~  

 

Fabric:  Your choice 

Thread:  Simply Shaker Sampler Thread  or Sampler Thread  -  Your choice 

OR     DMC   -  Your choice 

~ 

Contact me with your choice of sampler, favourite fabric type, colour & count 

and your favourite thread type & colour  

and I will advise the cost 
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EMAIL  -  barberryrow@outlook.co.nz 

mailto:barberryrow@outlook.co.nz


Le Petite Lettres 

       Stitch Count:  217w  x  85h 

      Design Size:  13.5ò  x   5.31ò  (34.5cm  x  14cm) 

     

Over 2 fabric threads  -     Fabric:  Permin  or  Belfast  Linen (32) 

Over 1 fabric thread  -     Fabric:  Permin Linen  (28) 

Finishing Fabric:  Fat Quarter 

 

Threads:  Sampler Thread  or  Simply Shaker Sampler Thread  -  your choice of colour 

~ 

Design  :  $ 31.50 

Over 2 fabric threads  - Fabric  (Permin)  :  $ 21.50     Å     Fabric  (Belfast)  :  $ 20.00 

Threads:  $ 38.00  

Over 1 fabric thread   - Fabric  (Permin)  :  $ 9.00 

Threads:  $ 19.00   

Finishing Fabric:  Fat Quarter     $ 9.00 
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FINISHING FABRIC CHOICES DESIGNS  -  JBW Designs 

Le Petite Lettres 

https://www.barberryrow.com/fabrics-finishing
https://www.barberryrow.com/jbwdesigns
https://www.barberryrow.com/newproducts


Fleur de Noel 
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      Stitch Count:  97w  x  156h 

      Design Size:  6ò  x  9.75ò  (15cm  x  25cm) 

     

  Over 2 fabric threads  -   Fabric:  Belfast or  Permin Linen  (32) 

Threads:  Sampler Thread   or  Simply Shaker Sampler Thread   -  Your choice of colour  

          DMC Stranded Cotton  -  1 Skein   (a complementary colour to your overdyed thread)   

~ 

Design  :  $ 27.50 

Over 2 fabric threads  -  Fabric  (Permin)  :  $ 19.00     Å     Fabric  (Belfast)  :  $  17.50     Å     Threads:  $ 21.50 

Over 1 fabric thread  -  Fabric  (Permin)  :  $ 6.00     Å     Threads  :  $ 11.50   

  

Fleur de Noel 

FINISHING FABRIC CHOICES DESIGNS  -  JBW Designs 

https://www.barberryrow.com/newproducts
https://www.barberryrow.com/fabrics-finishing
https://www.barberryrow.com/jbwdesigns


Miranda  1845 

Note from Teresa  -  I designed this when I was only one year in to designing cross stitch.   

It was really one of my first sampler-style designs.  It was created in 2014 which was before I knew the history 

of antique samplers.  I just picked a name I liked and a year to go with it é..  Thereôs no significance to it.  

 

Stitch Count:  126w  x  124h 

             Design Size:  7.87ò  x  7.75ò  (20cm  x  19.5cm) 

    

            Fabric:  Belfast Linen  or  Permin  Linen  (32) 

Threads:  Weeks Dye Works  (but can be substituted with 

Sampler Threads  &  Simply Shaker Sampler Threads  &  DMC Stranded Cottons) 

~ 

Design  :  $ 27.50 

Fabric  (Belfast)  :  $ 17.50    Å    Fabric  (Permin)  :  $ 19.00 

 Thread Pack  (Substitutions)  :  $ 25.00 
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DESIGNS  -  Teresa Kogut MIRANDA  1845 

https://www.barberryrow.com/teresakogut
https://www.barberryrow.com/newproducts


A Little Dutch Sampler  1870 

 Stitch Count:  156w  x  153h 

      Design Size:  9.75ò  x  9.75ò   (over 2 fabric threads) 

        4.875ò  x  4.875ò   ò   (over 1 fabric thread) 

~     

     Fabric:  Permin Linen  (32)  or  Belfast Linen 

    Threads:  Weeks Dye Works,  Classic Colorworksv &  The Gentle Art Threads 

     (DMC Stranded Cotton (28) alternative colours are given) 

~ 

       Design  :  $ 36.50 

Over 2 fabric threads  -  Fabric  (Permin  -  32)  :  $ 24.00   Å   Fabric  (Belfast)  $ 22.00    

Over 1 fabric thread  -  Fabric:  (Permin  -  28)  :  $ 13.00  

 
Threads:  Choose from your stash  
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FINISHING FABRIC CHOICES DESIGNS  -  GigiR Designs 

 A LITTLE DUTCH SAMPLER    1870 

https://www.barberryrow.com/fabrics-finishing
https://www.barberryrow.com/gigir
https://www.barberryrow.com/newproducts


Elizabeth A. Wenden  1864 

Stitch Count:  170w  x  187h 

    Design Size:  10.62ò  x  11.68ò   -  32 count fabric 

                          9.44ò  x  10.4ò  -  36 count fabric   

6.07ò  x  6.6ò  -  28 count  (over 1 fabric thread) 

~ 

Over 2 fabric threads  -    Fabric:  Belfast or  Permin Linen  (32)   OR    Edinburgh Linen  (36)   

Over 1 fabric thread  -    Fabric:  Permin Linen  (28)  

Threads:  Weeks Dye Works  (or substitute with Sampler or Simply Shaker Sampler Thread  or  DMC Stranded Cotton) 

~ 

Design :  $ 29.50 

Over 2 fabric threads  -  Fabric  (Permin  -  32)  :  $ 28.00   Å   Fabric  (Belfast)  :  $ 25.50 

Fabric:  Edinburgh  (Vintage Mocha  -  36  -  Fat Quarter)  : $  40.00 

Over 1 fabric thread  -  Fabric  (Permin  -  28)  :  $ 13.00  

Thread  (Colour of your choice):  Sampler Thread  or  Simply Shaker Thread  :  $ 9.50   

DESIGNS  OR    DMC Stranded Cotton  :  $ 2.00 
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DESIGNS  -  GigiR Designs  ELIZABETH A. WENDEN  1864 

https://www.barberryrow.com/gigir
https://www.barberryrow.com/newproducts


Fabric Choices 
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Newcastle  &  Permin  -  40 count 

~ 

 Newcastle      Antique White  3865 

 Newcastle    Pearl Grey   415 

 Newcastle Cream   3047 

 

 Permin  Lambswool  3032 

 

 

Unfortunately image colours are not ñTRUEò to reality.  Their true colour more to the toning family colour of DMC é. 

Edinburgh -  36 count 

~ 

  

          Vintage Mocha  613 

 

Permin  -  35 count 

~ 

  Natural / Undyed 612 

  Lambswool  3032 

 

Belfast Linen  -  32 count 

~ 

  

 Antique White  3865 

 Flax     613 

 Natural / Raw  3032 

   


